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Organized Labor Builds Ramps and Railings for ARCh’s Camp Pow Wow
(June 22, 2011) – Waukesha, WI – Volunteers from the Waukesha County Labor Council built five wheelchair accessible ramps at Menomonee Park in Menomonee Falls on Saturday, June 4, adding to the four they built in June of 2010. The ramps and railings will benefit the campers at Camp Pow Wow, which is one of the oldest camps in the state serving people with disabilities. Camp Pow Wow is a summer program, funded by United Way in Waukesha County, provided by the Association for the Rights of Citizens with handicaps (ARCh).

 

"Union members are community members first and foremost," said Jeff Arnold, President of the Waukesha County Labor Council. "We fight for access and equality on the job, and we want all kids to be able to enjoy the great outdoors with ease and dignity as well." 
United Way in Waukesha County coordinated this ramps and railings effort through its AFL-CIO Community Services Liaison Kurt J. Schmidt, who said, “I’m proud to say I’m a union member and proud to work for the United Way in Waukesha County.”
 

Appreciation is expressed to Laborers Union Local 113, IBEW Local 494 and Sheet Metal Workers Local 18, who donated the wood for this project at a cost of $675, as well as the community service project participants: Jeff Arnold (IUPAT Local 781), Randy Krocka (SMWU Local 18), Andy White (Carpenters Local 344), Bruce Larson (IAM Local 66), Russ Engle (Bricklayers Local  8), Brad Sponag (Bricklayers Local  8), Ellen Talavera (IBEW Local 494) and guest Craig Collier, Doug Calvert  (IBEW Local 2150), Mike Kluth (IAM Local 1377), Randy Hink (OPCMIA Local 599), Enrique Hernandez (Laborers Local 113) and Kurt Schmidt (DALU Local 2411 and United Way in Waukesha County). All are members of the Waukesha County Labor Council.
ARCh’s Camp Pow Wow offers residential and day camp options for people of all ages with a variety of abilities. Committed to accommodating all needs, the camp does not turn away any individual based on disability or financial circumstance.
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